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Aug. 17, 2021 
 
Dear Early Childhood Education Center Families, 
 
Per the Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community’s Tenth Directive (issued August 13): “Effective 
immediately, all individuals who are 2 years of age or older and within the Community are required to wear 
face coverings if outside of their residence and are or will be in contact with other individuals who are not 
from their household whether in a public place, business, restaurants, churches, schools, government 
facilities, or any space offered to or for use by the public.” 
 
The ECEC has therefore updated the mask portion of our Health & Safety Plan (for Phase 2 and Phase 3 services). 
We expect all ECEC families to read and follow the new procedures outlined below.  
 
Masks: The ECEC will follow the Community’s Tenth Directive and require mask use for anyone ages 2+. 

• Families will be reminded to properly wear a mask prior to entering the building.  
• Adults will wear a mask at all times when in contact with others, unless they have a written medical 

exemption. 
• Appropriate masks include: disposable masks, washable masks, etc. 
• Face shields may be worn in addition to a mask, but do not replace a mask. 
• Masks with exhalation valves or vents are not CDC approved and are not acceptable. 
• Being 6 feet apart does not negate the requirement to wear a mask. 
• Staff will provide their own masks.  
• The ECEC can provide children with masks, if needed. 
• Staff are responsible for cleaning and maintaining their cloth or disposable masks.  
• Teaching staff will continue to wear masks in the classroom. 
• All staff who leave their personal work space to any campus common/public space must wear a mask.  
• Staff who provide proof of current vaccinations are not required to wear a mask in their personal work 

area when not interacting with a customer.  
 

The ECEC may provide additional opportunities for “mask breaks,” as needed. These breaks will take place in 
designated and monitored areas and will adhere to a minimum of 6 feet of social distancing; they may include, 
but are not limited to: outdoor play time, class time outdoors, and/or common paths and walkways. 
 
Mask Exceptions: As supported by CDC guidance, the ECEC has identified specific instances when mask 
wearing is not feasible.  

• Students will not be required to wear masks when actively eating or drinking. 
• Students will not be required to wear masks when participating in physical activities that are both 

vigorous and provide a minimum of 6 feet separation between children. 
• Students will not be required to wear masks during outside time when they can maintain a minimum of 

6 feet separation between children.  
• Students will not be required to wear masks during nap or resting times.  
• Students will not be required to wear masks if they do not have the ability to do so as assessed by the 

Mask Wearing Checklist (next page). 
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ECEC staff will assess a child’s ability to wear masks in the classroom and throughout the day using the Mask 
Wearing Assessment Checklist. 
 

Does the child:  
� Have a disability or a medical condition that precludes mask wearing? 
� Have reasons related to disability or a medical condition that does not allow the child to safely 

wear a mask? 
� Is the child unable to wear a mask due to their developmental stage?  

 
Is the child able to:  

� Wear an appropriately sized (child size) mask? 
� Wear a mask that fits snuggly and can cover their mouth and nose at all times? 
� Avoid pulling the mask off their nose or mouth? 
� Avoid touching, tugging, pulling, or fidgeting with the mask, unless it is to properly adjust the fit? 
� Maintain composure with little to no crying, arguing, frustration, etc., when asked to put the 

mask on? 
� Limit sucking, drooling, or having excess saliva on the mask? 
� Remove their mask without assistance? 

 
Some other important considerations: 

• Cloth face coverings should never be placed on young children under age 2, nor should they be worn by 
anyone who has trouble breathing, or anyone unable to remove the face covering without assistance.  

 

• If a child who receive ESS or 504 services has a medical condition that prevents them from wearing a 
mask, the ESS/504 committee will review the medical documentation to determine if accommodations 
are appropriate. 

 

• A child who is currently not receiving ESS or 504 services but has a medical condition that prevents them 
from wearing a mask should contact the 504 Coordinator. 

 
We appreciate your patience and understanding, and hope you will join us in our efforts to keep staff, students, 
families, and the Community safe. If you have any questions or concerns, please reach out to me using the 
contact information below.  
 
Thank you and be well! 

 
Tami Brungard Ed.S 
Early Childhood Education Leader 
Salt River Schools 
Office: (480) 362-2202 
Cell: (480) 289-8256  
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